YMCA Oasis Teen Shelter to Launch Project Safe Place
Program to improve transportation for youth in outlying communities

If you want to get involved, contact:
Amber Wilson, Oasis outreach coordinator
aew257@gmail.com, YMCA 360-336-9622
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training and respond to youth in need. Finally, schools,
volunteers, and media will be a few of the key players in the
crucial step of educating the teenagers about the program
and the meaning of the Safe Place logo.
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If you are a business:
*Become a Safe Place sitgour business always has at
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Itis way easier tovalk the streets 8 KS G KA Y1 & ® {*EnSourBR Stifedn®ht business community to help youth

know anyone in Mount Vernon anyway.
This situation is not merely hypothetical: these are

real reasons that many Skagit County homeless and

runaway youth are staying in unsafe

through supporting these programs
*Donatedollars or in-kind gifts to help sustain Safe Place
and Oasis outreach

situations rather than coming to /
Qasis. This transportation problem

\ If you are a non-profit:

*Become a Safe Place sife

has long been obvious to many. Now
Qasis is ready to offer a solution: the
National Safe Place program.

Project Safe Place began in
1983 as outreach for a runaway
youth shelter in Kentucky. Since
then, it has spread across the United
States and been honored many times
for its effective street outreach. The
concept is simple: Chosen public
places, such as restaurants and
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display a Safe Place logo sign on the
outside of their building. Youth in
crisis go to a site and ask for help.
The staff at the site calls Oasis. Oasis
deploys a trained volunteer in that
community to meet with the youth,
work through his or her situation,
and transport to the shelter if
necessary.

Safe Place sites can be used
in many different situations. For
instance, a teen might feel unsafe on
a date, or a teen might need a safe
ride home because his or her friends

were drinking. Oasis will train volunteers to respond to a

Fast Facts
-National Safe Place will increase
access to the YMCA Oasis Teen
Shelter, especially for youth in
outlying Skagit County communities

-The program is expected to launch
near the end of 2008

-To start the program, Oasis is seeking
public places in every community to
becymi Safe Place sites, and
volunteers from every community to
be Safe Place responders

- A benefit to using the National Safe
Place program is that many
newcomers to our area will be able to
recognize the Safe Places and easily
seek help. Furthermore, youth who
run away from Skagit County will be
able to recognize Safe Places and get
help in new communities.

your non-profit always has
at least two employees on
duty and is easily accessible
to youth

*Spread the wordbout

Safe Place and Oasis to
others in your field so they
know another resource to
offer youth

*Schools could help educate
youth about Safe Place and
Oasidby allowing classroom
presentations, events, fliers,
including information in
newsletters/student
newspapers, and so on
*Service clubs and religious
institutions might include
Safe Place and Oasis in
fundraising or charity plans

If you are an individual:
*\Volunteer as a trained Safe
PlaceResponderYou would
meet with youth in your

home community who ask

variety of situations and help them through meetings with
youth. Also, individuals who come to a Safe Place might be
outside of OasisQ @&ye-range (13 to 17) or service capability.
In these situations, we will connect them to appropriate
assistance.

Although the concept is simple, Safe Place requires
planning and effort from the whole community. The
program calls for willing businesses and non-profits to
commit as Safe Place sites. Each community within Skagit
County will also need a group of volunteers willing to attend

for help at a Safe Place. You would transport them to our
shelter or problem-solve with them to work out the
situation locally. This is position is expected to require much
ethical responsibility but not a large time commitment.
*Volunteer to help promote Safe Plaiceyour community,
such as posting flyers, giving presentations, holding poster
contests, or helping at events

*Volunteer to help with fundraising events, or dondie
help sustain Safe Place and Oasis

*Tell a friendabout Safe Place and Oasis
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